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would yield as large an income as is now obtained 
from ‘Psalms and Hymns.” The matter is, at 
least, worthy of being gone into carefully. Much 
has been said, in recent years especially, about the 
desirability of the Congregationalists and Baptists 
becoming united. Here is an opportunity which 
might be the first happy step in the direction of 
unity. Surely they might adopt a common Hymnal. 





Mr. W. T. Steap, in his Christmas annual 
“Two and Two Make Four,” describes, amongst 
other innovations which are to be accomplished 
facts in 1go00, the daily use of church organs 
for providing music for the people. Here is the 
paragraph :— 

“* The organist, said Lady Sidney, ‘reminds me of 
one piece of work of which we are very proud at the 
Conservatoire, and that is the utilisation of church 
organs. It has always seemed to me a shame that the 
organs of our churches and chapels should keep the 
divine angels of melody and harmony imprisoned in 
their pipes for six days out of seven. Much remains 
to be done, but at the present moment there are three 
hundred churches and chapels in London which give 
organ recitals at the dinner-hour. We have succeeded 
in inducing the members of those churches to lay it 
upon the consciences of their congregations to provide 
for these performances, and it is surprising the amount 
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TITLE AND INDEX To Vot. VI. 


A VERY interesting discussion on the “ Service of 
Praise” took place at the meeting of the Baptist 


Social Union held last month, and reported in | 


another column. Mr. Minshall, in his opening 
address, expressed an opinion that the want of a 


| of St. John’s Church, Waterloo Road. 
| has done great things musically for the people in 


>” 


useful service. 


May Mr. Stead prove to be a true prophet! 


WE regret to hear that Mr. H. J. B. Dart has 
been compelled to resign his position as organist 
Mr. Dart 


that district. His recitals and oratorio concerts 
have for years been most successful. The Daily 
Telegraph, referring to the matter, says :— 
“Strikes are permeating all sections of society. The 
latest addition to the roll comes from the organist and 


| church choir who furnish the music in St. John’s Church, 


good Hymnal had much to do with the lack of | 


interest and intelligence in the singing in many 
Baptist churches. He mentioned that a suggestion 
had been made to him by a Baptist minister, 
that a few hymns specially required for his 
denomination should be added to the “ Congrega- 
tional Church Hymnal,” and that the Baptist Union 
should then officially adopt the Hymnal. The 
suggestion is a good one. 


proved. How much good it has done in improv- 


ing the psalmody in the Congregational churches 


it is impossible to tell. Of course, the Baptists 
may compile an equally good or possibly even 
a better book; but it is a risk. Here is a tried 
Hymnal, and witha few necessary additions would 
supply all that is needed. The only objection that 
was raised to the proposal was a financial one. If 
the Hymnal was adopted, the profits now derived 
from the sale of “ Psalms and Hymns” would 
cease; and the charities consequently suffer. But 
surely it is possible for the Baptist and Congrega- 
tional Unions to make such terms that the profits 


The usefulness of the | 


“Congregational Ch H ae | 
Congregational, Church Hymnal” is abuadantly | that could not be regarded as-a serious inroad on the 





| of the choir as well. 





+ Waterloo Road, and the most grievous part of the 


business is that they have struck against their own vicar. 


| In this case there was neither a demand for higher 


wages nor a threat of a reduction, the sole cause of 
the dispute being a desire on the part of the pastor to 
direct, not only the theological aspirations of the con- 
gregation, but the demi-semiquavers, sharps, and flats 
The musicians decline to tolerate 
any such interference. Let the vicar confine himself to 
dogma, and leave the music to those who know some- 
thing about it. True, the choir sometimes added an 
accompaniment to the responses and the Creed, but 


reverend gentleman’s position as the highest authority 
in the parish on the Prayer Book, and did not give him 
the right to dictate to them the manner in which they 
should sing and play the organ. So they struck.” 





Few ministers in the Wesleyan denomination 
are more popular than the Rev. Mark Guy Pearse, 
As a preacher he is always eloquent, interesting. 
and most attractive. But unfortunately he mars 
the effect of his sermon by playing pranks with 
the musical service. Occasionally he will have a 
hymn sung while the congregation are instructed 
to kneel—certainly not a very good position for 






















































re 

















































180 THE NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL. 





[ Dec. 1893. 





vocal worship. A few Sundays ago, at a suburban 
church, Mr. Pearse announced that the last hymn 
would be sung without the organ. What the poor 
organ had done to be thus silenced we know not. 
What was the result? Mr. Pearse started the 
tune, and being uncertain of the melody, and more 
so of the proper pitch, gave a very unsatisfactory 
lead to the congregation. The people, some at 
one rate and some at another, “ wobbled ” through 
the hymn, and the effect was more amusing than 
solemn. Of all the hymns in the service, the last 
one should be sung heartily, vigorously, and 
with enthusiasm. Such musical eccentricities as 
Mr. Pearse is given to are much to be deprecated. 


We understand that the retiring Mayor of 
Loughborough (Mr. George Adcock) is, and has 
been for many years, organist of Baxter Gate 
Baptist Chapel in that town. 





In the course of an illustrated interview in the 
current number of 7he Young Woman, Madame 
Albani refers to her love of oratorio. She says: 
“You cannot realise the relief which an oratorio is 
to me after the heavy music at Covent Garden and 
elsewhere. It is positively refreshing both to me 
and my voice. I am somehow always able to feel 
that my heart is thoroughly in the work.” It is 
worthy of note that when singing in oratorio 
Madame Albani never dons the conventional 
evening dress of the artiste, because she feels that 
it does not befit the sacred nature of her task. 
She attributes all her success to hard work. “As 
a matter of fact,” she says, ‘one’s musical studies 
are never ended; the voice wants constant culti- 
vation. And however frequently one has sung a 
thing, there is often some new point to be dis- 
covered. 


ing it.” 


WE understand that Mr. George Dodds of New- 


castle is to conduct a musical column in the new 
Methodist magazine Young Methodism, and that his 
first article will appear in January next. The 
column is to be more especially for Methodist 
organists and choirmasters, and Mr. Dodds will 
advise with them from an organist’s point of view. 


We understand that Mr. J. Cuthbert Hadden, 
one of our constant contributors, has undertaken 
the editorship of 7he Scottish Musical Monthly. 


Music in the Scottish Churches. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ) 


Mr. J. B. Lawson, of Saltcoats, has been away up at 
distant Dornoch, opening a new organ in the Cathedral 
there. Most of us were unaware that a cathedral 
existed in the little northern town ; but Mr. Lawson tells 
me that the fine building has a history running down 
from the eleventh century—that it contains “a great 
many interesting relics, and also the tombs of the 
Dukes of Sutherland for a long time back.” Now it 


Why, I never engage myself to sing | 
‘Home, Sweet Home’ without previously rehears- | 


| contains an excellent organ from the hands of Mr. 
Eustace Ingram. Not only so, but this is the first 
organ erected in Sutherlandshire, and the first organ 
ever erected in a Scottish church where one of the 
services is held in Gaelic. The innovation at Dornoch 
may therefore have far-reaching consequences, for the 
organ is still regarded by the churches of the far north 
as something like an invention of the devil. Mr. 
Lawson, who played an interesting programme at the 
opening, is organist of the Parish Church of Saltcoats. 
He is a Dumfries man, and has inaugurated a number 
of organs in various parts of the country. 

Mr. Ingram is also fortunate in having been chosen 
as the builder of the organ in the newly restored 
| Cathedral at Dunblane. This old building, well known 

to travellers in Central Scotland, has been specially 

admired and commented on by Mr. Ruskin; but I am 
not sure that the great art-critic is in favour of organs ; 
and at any rate he has not expressed himself very 
agreeably on the matter of “ restorations.” However, 

Dunblane is now one of the finest places of worship in 

the country; and with the new organ in the hands of 

Mr. Reid—formerly of Old Greyfriars, Edinburgh—the 

musical service should be of a first-rate order. The 

instrument is not a very large one, being only of two 
| manuals and pedal, with twenty-seven “ speaking” 
stops. It is placed principally within the triforium on 
the north wall of the choir, at a height of twenty feet, 
the console being on the floor-level. It is enclosed in 

a very fine Gothic oak case, about forty feet in height. 

The specification was drawn up by Dr. Peace, of 

Glasgow Cathedral, and the opening recital was given 

by him. Dr. Peace is evidently a strong believer in 
_ “ arrangements,” as witness the following programme : 

Organ Concerto No. 8 (Handel); Romanza from 

Symphony “La Reine de France,” and Allegretto from 

Symphony in G (Haydn); Offertoire in A (Wely); 

March of the Crusaders (Liszt) ; Fantasia and Fugue in 

E minor (Best) ; Marche Funébre (Chopin) ; Sonata da 

Camera (Peace); Air with Variations (Weber) ; Jubilee 

Overture (Haslinger). The programme was annotated in 

a most interesting way by Dr. Peace, and the various 

numbers were highly enjoyed by a large congregation. 

Prof, Bruce, the most musical of all the “ reverends” 
in the Free Church, has been expressing himself on 
the question of instrumental music in the churches. 
The Professor declares that he is a firm believer in 
the Reformation and in Jehn Knox; but he rightly 
holds that, in the features of the Scottish Reformation, 
many churches have still a long leeway to make up 
in the matter of improvement in their worship. He 
remembers how, when the question of introducing 
instrumental music into churches was discussed in the 
Assembly, a leading member referred to it as ‘the 

_ miserable organ question”; but he asserts that it was 
an advance, because it is no simple matter to lag be- 
hind the age, and so get out of touch with the young 
of the congregation. Professor Bruce considers that 
much is being lost by the backwardness of some 
churches in not taking advantage of the liberty granted 
to introduce instrumental music. The “old precentor 
system” is unequal to the demand, more especially 
in centres such as Glasgow, and does much to hinder 
| the prosperity of the Free Church generally: in fact, 
says the Professor, ‘the position of musical affairs 
in some churches is simply grotesque.” It is en- 
couraging to hear a leader in the church speaking out 
in this candid and sensible fashion, and it is to be 
| hoped that the Free Church will lay Professor Bruce’s 
remarks to heart. 

I am afraid that in this question of the organ far too 
much consideration is usually shown to the objecting 
minority. Here is an Edinburgh U. P. minister de- 
claring in an address given recently at Hawick that he 

| has “ grown greatly in regard to instrumental music.” 








ce 








eee ee ee ee OO eee ee ee OO eee ee 


i 





DEc. 1893. | 


When he was a boy, he thought it would never do to 
have organs in the church, but he does not object to 
these now. He would not even object to fiddles. 
‘Let us,” he remarked, “give God the very best we 
can with music and musical instruments, if by these 
we can really glorify Him.” Now, it is a curious com- 
mentary on this that in the reverend gentleman’s own 
church there is neither organ nor fiddle, and yet it is a 
large and a handsome church! Here, at any rate, the 
consideration for the weaker brother has surely been 
carried a little too far, when we consider the views of 
the minister himself. 

The Edinburgh Free Church Praise Union is doing 
something that was worth doing in consolidating the 
choirs of the city and district, and in having frequent 
meetings for the discussion of subjects of interest to 
church musical workers. The membership of the 
Union now embraces over thirty choirs in the Presbytery, 
and the reports show that the work is bearing fruit. At 
the first meeting for the season Mr. J. O. Anderson, the 
President for the year, read a paper on ‘Notable 
Hymns: their Origin and Authorship,” noting that the 
best hymns are those which have a history connected 
with their composition, and telling briefly the story of 
the great hymns and hymn-writers of the eighteenth 
and early part of the nineteenth centuries. 

The Leith Choir ‘dancing row,” referred to in last 
letter, has been going on in various forms during the 
month. Those members of the choir who persisted in 
having a dance were dismissed from the choir for this 
reason alone! They, however, refused to take their 
dismissal, and the result was the following letter to each 
of them: “ Dear Sir,—Mr. Paterson, the choirmaster, 
having reported to the managers that he had dismissed 
you from the choir, and that you still continue to attend, 
they deem it their duty to support Mr. Paterson, and I 
am instructed to intimate to you that you must cease 
further attendance in the choir.—Yours, etc., ——, Clerk 
to Managers.” Behold, how great a matter a little fire 
kindleth! It is said to be not unlikely that the question 
will be carried to the Presbytery, and that even in 
the ultimate result the General Assembly itself may be 
convulsed! How much better to have allowed the choir 
to have their way in a harmless and innocent amuse- 
ment. 

In one of the Bonder papers I observe a letter from a 
Scotch student at Leyden, who has been scandalised at 
hearing there the “ Intermezzo” of Cavalleria Rusticana 
as a church voluntary. But we can do better than this 
at home; for I am assured on good authority that in a 
certain church in the West, Pinsuti’s ‘‘ Parting Kiss” was 
played as a preliminary to devotions the other Sunday 
morning! In his letter the student mentions that at 
Leyden the people sit during singing, and there is a 
precentor who leads, although there is “a powerful 
organ which might have sufficed.” 

J. CUTHBERT HADDEN. 








IPSWICH NONCONFORMIST CHOIR UNION. 
UNDER the auspices of the Ipswich Nonconformist Choir 
Union, a concert was recently given in the Co-operative 
Hall, which was completely filled. The programme 
was, with one or two exceptions, a recapitulation of the 
musical festival held at the Crystal Palace in June. 
The Ipswich contingent, numbering one hundred and 
fifty, were conspicuously successful, their performance 
of the programme as given at the Crystal Palace being 
worthy of the highest praise. The programme opened 
with the hymn “When wilt Thou save the people ?” 
followed by the anthems “ The Lord is loving unto 
every man ” and ‘Like silver lamps”: in the latter the 
solo was rendered by Mr. J. W. Monk. The anthem 
“« As the hart pants” was exceptionally good; while a 
solo, “ Peace, troubled heart,” by Mr. J. P. Gill, was 
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equally well given. Next came the anthem (unaccom- 
panied) “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,” which 
was followed by another, ‘‘ Praise the Lord, O Jeru- 
salem,” the solo, sung by Miss E. H. Hayward, meeting 
with the heartiest approval of the audience. In the 
second part, after a part-song, “The Sea King,” by the 
choir, Mrs. Vince was enthusiastically encored for a 
fine interpretation of “For ever with the Lord.” 
Following another part-song, Mr. R. J. Moss gained a 
decisive encore for “ The Bugler,” and then Miss E. H. 
Hayward made a pleasing impression in the beautiful 
rendering of her song, entitled ‘“‘ The Crystal Sea,” in 
which her richly cultivated voice was heard to advan- 
tage. A double quartet, “ Fisherman’s Good-Night,” and 
a part-song, “Hurrah for Merry England,” finished a 
most enjoyable programme. Mr. J. Hayward, who has 
trained the choir since its formation, acted as conductor, 
while Messrs. T. C. Nash and W. Wightman presided 
at the piano and organ respectively. 


GLOUCESTER WESLEYAN FESTIVAL. 

In cathedral towns, where the Church element is strong 
and the leaven of Ritualism seems to be rapidly per- 
meating its whole life, it is encouraging to Dissenters to 
see that Nonconformity is holding its own and showing 
signs of vigorous life. There are, however, many lessons 
that we may learn from our brethren in the Church of 
England without being ashamed of owning it, and among 
others is this one of holding every year a choir festival. 
In Gloucester the choirs from the various churches in 
the diocese meet annually in the Cathedral, where, in 
full regalia and with banners aloft, their members march 
with “ measured steps and slow ” to their allotted places 
in the old Norman nave, while the stately processional 
hymn peals through the vast building. Although it is 
not ours to command this “pomp of power,” nor our 
privilege to meet in sucha time-honoured place as the 
Cathedral, yet we deem it not presumption on our part 
to so far follow their example as to summon those from 
the neighbouring towns and villages whose faith and 
belief are ours to meet us ina larger centre upon an 
occasion of a similar nature. 

In our October issue we reported a festival held in 
Southgate Chapel, Gloutester, by the Congregational 
choirs of Central Gloucestershire. On Thursday, October 
26th, at Northgate Chapel, the Wesleyans held a like 
gathering, when, under the baton of the Rev. M. W. 
Mountford, of Cheltenham, were mustered contingents 
from Ross, Hereford, Cheltenham, and other places, 
the chorus numbering in all about three hundred voices. 
The soloists were Misses Wingate, Alice Wellington, 
Risdale, E. Fluck, Mrs. Darchi. and Messrs. Jacobs and 


| Brandon. Mr. Fluck, the resident organist, presided 


at his own instrument ; Mr. F, O. Beel, piano; and Miss 
Rie Hipwood, the harp. After the hymn “ The God of 
Abraham praise” (Zeowz) and prayer, Gaul’s sacred 
cantata Zhe Holy City was rendered by the choir. 
This was followed by an address by the Rev. T. B. 
Stephenson, the President of the Choir Union, who 
spoke of the place and usefulness of music in public 
worship. The remainder of the programme consisted 
of Booth’s fine setting of the hymn ‘‘ When wilt Thou 
save the people?” which, if criticism be allowed, was 
taken a trifle too fast; an anthem of Barnby’s, “ Like 
silver lamps”; chorus, “ The Heavens are telling,”— 
concluding with the hymn “ Saviour, again,” followed by 
the Benediction. 

These festivals, besides affording an incentive to 
good music, serve to keep us in touch one with another, 
and strengthen each other's hands in this good work : 
at the same time helping us to preserve lofty ideals in 
this highest of all arts—true praise to our God; never 
forgetting at all times to “lift up our eyes unto the hills 
from whence cometh our help.” 
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Music at hope Congregational 
Chapel, Didham. 
Tue main features of this busy Lancashire town 


are huge chimney-stacks and cotton-spindles ; and 
it is said of the latter that Oldham contains more 


| respected gentleman has recently been obliged ta 


| which circumstance has caused the deepest regret 
in the community generally. The baton is now 


than are to be found in the whole of the United | 
States, From these facts may be gathered some | 


idea of the kind of people dwelling in this cotton- 
opolis of England. During the past fifty years the 
town has assumed enormous dimensions, so that 
many former “ Little Bethels” of Nonconformity 


are now large and flourishing churches. Foremost , 


amongst these, perhaps, is the chapel of which we 
now write. 

The great success of this “cause” is mainly 
attributable to the veteran pastor, the Rev. R. M. 
Davies, who this year has had the almost unique 
joy of celebrating his jubilee as minister of this 
one church, In June last the eventful occasion was 
marked by a meeting of the greatest rejoicing in 
Hope Chapel, when several beautifully illuminated 
albums containing addresses of a highly eulogistic 
nature were presented to the much-respected 
and faithful pastor and friend. A sum of £4000 
was subscribed as a thank-offering, which is 
being expended in building new schools connected 


’ 


with the church. Pages of much interest might | 


be written on Mr. Davies’ honoured career of churches; more particularly he has taken a keen 


manly, Christian endeavour. This, however, 
having been done by many other journals of late, 
it will be our pleasing duty to record in soine feeble 
measure the work of the pastor’s son, Mr. Carl S. 
Davies, who is so far on his father’s jubilee track 


' to his long service as organist, Mr. Davies has 


' Mutual Improvement Society claims him as its 


| of a local institution known as the Lyceum, besides 


_ formation, and to him is due in no small degree 








as to have acted as organist of his church for a 
period of twenty-eight years. Before undertaking 
this enjoyable task we would like to say a few 
words respecting the scene of their labours. 

Hope Chapel was founded in 1824, and the first 
building, erected at the cost of Samuel Lees, Esq., 
was surrounded by pastures green ; now the sur- 
roundings are bricks and mortar. The structure, 
as shown herewith, was erected in 1866, and is 
capable of seating a congregation of 1150. It is 
divided into three sections by coupled iron columns, 
which reach to the roof, the centre of which is 
arched. Decorations of a highly artistic nature 
adorn the front of the gallery and organ-loft. - The 
latter is a lofty chamber at the back of the pulpit, 
wherein is placed a three-manual organ, built by 
Messrs. Peter Conacher & Co., of Huddersfield, at 
a cost of £500. It contains thirty-two stops, and 
is of fine, round tone, well adapted to lead the 
worship of a large congregation, The instrument 
is now undergoing a thorough renovation at a cost 
of £260, which is to include a new hydraulic 
‘engine. Seats for the choir are provided at each 
side of the communion-table in front of the pulpit. 
There is room for twenty choristers, there being 
a complete section of voices on either side—viz., 
three sopranos, two contraltos, two tenors, and 
three basses—the leaders of each part being paid. 

Long terms of service seem to be a predominant 
feature at this church, for we hear of Mr. Bailey 
having held the position of honorary choirmaster 
for thirty-six years. Unfortunately, this much- 


give up active leadership, owing to loss of sight, 


in the hands of Mr. Carl S. Davies, whose portrait 
we give. 

Mr. Davies was educated at Amersham Hall 
School, near Reading, and has since been success- 
fully engaged in cotton-spinning, though at the 
present time he takes little more than a slight 
survey over the business in which, during former 
years, he nearly worked himself to death. His 
musical studies were pursued under the direction 
of Dr. Henry Hiles, of Manchester. In addition 


taken much interest in other branches of work in 
the Church. The Sunday School finds in him its 
treasurer as well as an ardent teacher, and the 


secretary. For many years he has been an active 
member of the local Infirmary Board, and has also 
given twenty years of service as honorary secretary 


a long term of good service as general manager of 
the Board School. Mr. Davies has had a wide 
experience in musical affairs, and is to be found 
in the front rank of many progressive forces con- 
nected with the worship music of Nonconformist 


interest in the Nonconformist Choir Union since its. 
the formation of the Lancashire section, which 


each year forms a very large portion of the 
Festival Choir at the Crystal Palace. It says’ 
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While shepherds watched their flocks by night. 





ERNEST H. SMITH. F.C.O. 
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JS “To you, in David's town, this day 
Is born of David's line 
The Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, 
And this shall be the sign. 
mf The heavenly Babe you there shall find 
To human view display4d, 
All meanly wrapp'd in swathing bands, 
And in a manger laid.” 





mp Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 

Appeard a shining throng 
Of angels, praising God, and thus 

Address‘d their joyful song. 

JS All glory be to God on high, 

P And to the earth be peace; 

J Goodwill henceforth from heaven to men 
Begin, and never cease.” 





n 


All my heart this night rejoices. 
PAUL GERHARDT (translated by C. Winkworth.) GEORGE H. ELY, B.A. 
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Hark! a voice from yonder manger, Ye who pine in weary sadness, 
Soft and sweet, doth entreat, Weep no more, for the door 
“Flee from woe and danger: Now is found of gladness. 
Brethren, come: from all doth grieve you Cling to Him, for He will guide you 
You are freed; all you need Where no cross, pain, or loss 
I will surely give you.” Can again betide you. 
Come then, let us hasten yonder; Blessed Saviour, let me find Thee! 
Here let all, great and small, Keep Thou me close to Thee, 
Kneel in awe and wonder; Cast me not behind Thee! 
Love Him who with love is yearning, Life of life, my heart Thou stillest, 
Hail the Star that from afar Calm I rest on Thy breast, 
Bright with hope is burning. All this void Thou fillest. 





Thee, O Lord, with heed Ill cherish, 

Live to Thee, and with Thee 

Dying, shall not. perish, 
But shall dwell with Thee for ever 

Far on high, in the joy 

That can alter never. 

“From Lyra Germanica, by permission of Messrs. Longmans & C® 
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much for his zeal in the work a 
he has loved so well that during 
fifteen consecutive years he é 
was only absent from his organ- f 
stool one Sunday in each year. 

Mr. Davies’ experience has_ | 
not been confined to the British 
Isles, for during four visits to 
the United States he has met 
with much to enlarge his ideas. 
With great animation he speaks 
of a visit to Plymouth Church, 
Brooklyn, on the Sunday morn- 
ing when that talented English 
organist Mr. Frederick Archer 
first undertook his duty there. 
Mr. Beecher, on entering the 
church, was quite elated at the 
organist’s voluntary, and, turn- 
ing to look up at the organ, ex- 
claimed in Mr. Davies’ hearing, 
““T guess that'll do.” 

Since Mr. Davies has taken 
the conductorship during the 
past twelve months, the post 
of organist has been worthily 
filled by Mr. E. C. Marland, 
who is a careful and finished 
player, and works very plea- 
santly with the choirmaster. 

The hymn-book in use is the 
old “Congregational Hymn- 
Book,” which the pastor seems 
very loath to part with. He 
says many fine old hymns are 
not to be found in the ‘ Con- 
gregational Church Hymnal ”’; 
moreover, he feels it to be too 
late for him to make a change 
now. The same may be said 
of Mr. Binney’s chant-book, 
which is seldom used at the 
present time; nevertheless, it 
was a pioneer in its day, and is 
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an old friend at Hope Chapel, 
whatever we might say of the 
pointing thereof. It certainly 
seemed to us a pity that the 
excellent choir are prevented from rendering the 
chants in a more intelligent manner. No book of 
anthems is used; but Mr. Davies has a large 
collection of sheet anthems, all neatly covered and 
labelled, which are kept in the most orderly way 
possible, and brought out for use as occasion 
requires. It is Mr. Davies’ custom to rehearse new 
music by taking,each part separately ; he thinks the 
work is more thoroughly done in this way, both 
as regards correctness and finish. 

The pastor has always been an apostle of the 
claims of music as an adjunct of church life and 
worship, and in times gone by has excited the 
Puritanic wrath of some very excellent people. 
Needless to say, he is always on good terms with 
his musicians, whose respect for him at the recent 
jubilee was happily marked by the presentation 


HOPE CONGREGATIONAL CHAPEL, OLDHAM, 


of a large frame containing photographs of each 
member of the choir. 

We had the great pleasure of attending both 
morning and evening services on Sunday, Septem- 
ber 18th, when we were most favourably impressed 
with the high standard of the musical service. 
Unfortunately, the organ was not in use, so we 
had little opportunity of discovering Mr. Marland’s 
abilities other than his accompanying on a small 
harmonium.. Mr. Davies sat in one of the front 
pews, as is his wont, from whence he conducts in 
an easy and quiet way the choir of twenty voices, 
Quality rather than quantity of tone is evidently 
sought for at Hope Chapel ; and, in the absence of 
the organ, we were able to enjoy the effect of the 
good voices in the choir, 

Mr. Davies selects most of his tunes from “ The 
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Bristol Tune-Book,” though he by no means con- 
fines himself to this collection, preferring to have 
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a free hand in the introduction of tunes from the | 


library of other books in his possession, One has 
only to see Mr. Davies’ store of tune-books to gain 
ideas of the extent of his knowledge and interest 
in church psalmody. His ideal chant-book has 
not yet been discovered ; so he sticks to Binney’s 
until he can find one that will give him satis- 
faction. 

The hymn-singing at Hope Chapel is of a highly 
intelligent and artistic nature. The choir carefully 
watch their conductor at the commencement and 
end ot each verse ; hence raggedness absents itself 
in the presence of a neatness and precision which 
cannot be too highly appreciated. Mr. Davies 
pays great attention to details, and thus secures 
really excellent singing. Further, there is so much 
sympathy between himself and his choir that his 
vocalists most willingly carry out his wishes and 
instructions. 

In the chanting we thought Mr. Davies’ tempo a 


trifle slow, and the pauses between each verse | 


long enough to kill any enthusiasm which the 
nature of the Psalms sometimes excited. Hav- 
ing said this much, it is perhaps unnecessary to 
set forth a detailed description of each of the 
services we attended. The morning anthem was 
an effective setting of “There is a green hill” 
(Somerset) ; and in the evening Barnby’s anthem 
“The eyes of all” was sung. The renderings in 
each case showed care and musicianly feeling 
throughout, with an absence of shouting which 
some choirs are too fond of displaying. At the 
end of each prayer the “Amen” was reverently 
sung by the choir. 
which are much appreciated by the congregation, 
and listened to with devout attention, when the 
singer has the power of preaching in song and 
touching the souls of hearers with strains inspired 
of Heaven. 

One Sunday shortly the organ is to be reopened, 
and Mendelssohn’s “ Hymn of Praise” is to be 
given by the choir, on which occasion Miss Kate 
Cove and Mr. Alexander Tucker will sing solos, 
and also assist in the vocal music to be given 
at the organ recital the following day. Thus 
Mr. Davies is striving to give the Art Divine a 


God. 
The refined and gentlemanly disposition of the 


| than it had been. 


| music. 


Solos are frequently rendered, | 
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LONDON BAPTIST SOCIAL UNION. 


THERE was a good number of members at the inaugural 
meeting of this Union, which took the form of a conver- 
sazione, held at the Holborn Restaurant on Friday, the 
Ioth ult. Tea and coffee and other refreshments 
having been served, an adjournment was made to the 
drawing-room, where, on the invitation of the committee, 
Mr. Minshall gave an address on the “Service of 
Praise.” He described the subject before them for 


| consideration as one that has been very much neglected 


| by the Baptist and Congregational Unions. 


He gave 
statistics which showed that, from the year 1846 up to 
1891, the Congregational Union had only had three 


| papers read which at all bore on Church Praise, and 


that, from 1863 to 1891, the Baptist Union had not 
even one paper read on the subject. He was glad, 
however, that since 1891 both unions had seen the 
error of their ways, and had taken up the subject. Mr. 
Minshall went on to say that further neglect of the 
question of Service of Praise would probably be disas- 
trous to the churches. There was a very growing 
demand on the part of a great number of people for 
much better and more music than hitherto they had 
had in the churches. Better education was making 
that demand more imperative every day. He held 
that many of their young people were leaving dis- 
senting places of worship and joining ritualistic 
churches, and the reason was, to a very large extent, 
because the musical part of their services was not 
up to the mark. If they wanted to retain their 
people, the music must, he thought, be much better 
Further, he had a strong belief 
that music could be made a great attraction to out- 
siders to come to their churches. As an illustration 
in that direction, he gave several instances which had 
come under his own observation. He was sorry to 
say it, but he was afraid that the Baptist denomination 
were at present behindhand in the matter of church 
The reason for this he held to be that Congre- 
gationalists had got their “Church Hymnal,” Presbyterians 
had got their ‘‘Church Praise,” Primitive Methodists 
aud Wesleyans had also a church hymnal, while the 
Baptists had got their old book still. He strongly urged 
them to go in for a hymnal of some kind as an inspira- 
tion to better music, and as a means, too, of securing 
larger congregations at their churches. He suggested 
that the Baptists and Congregationalists might unite 
in the use of the ‘‘ Congregational Church Hymnal.” 
He urged all, whether in the choir or in the congre- 
gation, or in the office of deacon, to do all they could 
to make the Service of Praise as attractive and as 
devotional as possible. 

Mr. S. WATSON was the first to speak in the discus- 
sion. He thought that a good deal of their faulty singing 


ae , , | was due to the attitude taken by their late good friend 
place in its true home, which is the Church of | 


| 


much-respected conductor, together with his many | 


of the country. For him to gain such admira- 
tion and esteem is in some measure a reward for 
his many years of calm and steadfast endeavour 


in the cause of church music and Christianity | 


generally; so we will not praise him, but rather 

love a man who gives his time and talents so 

cheerfully, without fee or reward, for the benefit 

of his fellow-men. And thus would we speak of 

his dear old father, now journeying towards 
Twilight and evening bell, 


And after that— 
THE LIGHT! 


Christian virtues, are widely known to his numer- | ag th Pages ge eget ier 
ous friends both at Oldham and in various parts | y — ’ 


Mr. Spurgeon, who was quite against having organs 
and choirs in the churches. He thought also that the 
young men brought up under Mr. Spurgeon had, 
generally speaking, adopted similar views to himself 
He (Mr. Watson) thought 
When a 


‘ tired business man went, after a hard week’s work, 
| into a place of worship, there was nothing so soothing 


as listening to the strains of good music upon the 
organ. They wanted in their churches a _ regular 
orchestra. Such an institution would be greatly 
instrumental in keeping their young people in the 
churches. There was no doubt that many people went 
to the Church of England to hear the beautiful music 
there beautifully sung. After expressing an opinion 
that old people very often stood in the way of an im- 
provement in church music, he said that on account of 


| financial difficulty it was not possible for the Baptists 
; to adopt the “Congregational Church Hymnal.” 





Rev. W. Pace, B.A. (Hammersmith), said he had a 
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regular orchestra in his church. He was not quite sure 
whether the music that most attracted people should 
be of the very refined kind which most of them might 
like in their churches. They as Baptists were, he 
thought, very ignorant people with regard to efficient 
church music. It was very difficult indeed to find 
any one amongst them who could conduct or train a 
church choir. He believed that their chur: hes needed 
a very large amount of education in that direction 
before they would show much improvement in the 
matter of church praise. In his own church they had 
introduced the Congregational Church chants and 
anthems and the “Mission Hymnal.” There would, 
he thought, on the ground of principle, be considerable 
difficulty in having one hymn-book for Congrega- 
tionalists and Baptists. 

Rev. J. Upron Davis, B.A., did not think an orchestra 
was necessary. One of his reasons was that if it wasa 
ticklish thing to teach a choir, it would be more ticklish 
still toteach an orchestra. With a view of crushing the 
idea that greater sound meant greater praise, he ad- 
vocated the training of the choir under a despotic but 
expert choirmaster, who would stand no nonsense, and 
who would not introduce into the choir “ any one in the 
congregation who had a good voice.” He thought they 
should train their choirs as they trained their ministers. 

Mr. C. E. SMITH said he had been fourteen years in 
the denomination as an organist. He could mention 
the names of several young men who had left Noncon- 
formity principally because there had been no work 
for them to do in the church. They had not work to 
give to these people, but the Church of England had. 
After remarking that a discussion on the important 
subject of church praise was shelved at a recent 
assembly of the Baptist Union for want of time, he 
said he believed that at the present time the trustees 
of ‘Psalms and Hymns” were contemplating the issuing 
of a hymnal, to ccntain tunes, chants, and anthems, 
with one tune for each hymn. He moved a resolution 
urging the trustees of “ Psalms and Hymns” to provide 
with all possible speed a complete book of the kind 
on the lines of Mr, Barrett’s “ Congregational Hymnal.” 

Mr. W. E. Cove, Secretary of the Baptist Social 
Union, said the “Congregational Hymnal ” was used with 
considerable advantage in the church with which he 
was connected. He went on to say that there did not 
seem to be any of their churches that took a sufficiently 
deep interest in the choir. He thought that the first 
thing required was a heart to sing; otherwise the 
singing would be mechanical, and would not be ac- 
ceptable to God. Then, again, they wanted a voice to 
sing, and he thought that the bulk of the people in 
their churches had fairly good voices which could 
be trained. They also needed variety of singing in 
the form of choruses and solos from the great masters 
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minus any suggestion about the particular course the 
trustees should adopt, and without the proposed refer- 
ence to Rev. G. S. Barrett’s Hymnal. He (Mr. Stock- 
well) suggested this modification of terms because there 
were a number of Baptists who would be found to object 
to sing chants and anthems at all, and would even 
adopt the view that the murder of language involved 
in many current anthems was anything but helpful to 
intelligent worship. In reference to what bad been said 
about Mr. Spurgeon, he was under the impression that, 
whatever his views may have been, his followers at 
least had not thrown over the organ; while he (the 
speaker) could testify, from observation during a recent 
tour,that, upon the whole, the heartiest of congregational 
singing prevailed in churches presided over by Pastors’ 
College ministers. As to our young people, the ques- 
tion of retaining them in the churches was an all-impor- 
tant one, and he thought that towards such an end old 
prejudices should, if needful, be abandoned. In regard 
to their choirs he deprecated the idea that more of 
despotism was wanted in their management, and re- 
marked that it was rather a quality perhaps too much 
prevailing in the churches. He thought they might 
make effective use of children in the leading of their 
singing. It was, he urged, necessary for them to bear 
in mind that they could not compete with Ritualism, the 
great resource of the Established Church, in the matter 
of music. What they really had to do was to lay hold 
of the people’s hearts and souls, and to leave no stone 
unturned towards making their church worship warm 
and true. 

Mr. SAMUEL THOMPSON (Beckenham) said that in the 
church which he attended they had a choir practised in 
chant and anthem-singing, though it was true that dur- 
ing such singing one or two friends were accustomed to 
sit down. Let them hope that the result of that meet- 
ing would be that they would take a deeper interest in 


| the musical part of their services so long as they recog- 


nised the music to be a part of God’s worship. 
Mr. THomAs SHort held that, if they succeeded in im- 
pressing their choirs with the fact that they were singing 


| to the praise of God, much would be done towards dis- 


by competent singers. He did not think, however, that | 
they should encourage professional singing on the part | 


of persons who are not professing Christians. 

Rev. W. E. Rick (Adelaide), on being asked to 
speak, said he did not know but that in their Baptist 
services of praise in Australia they were a little ahead 
of the churches at home. He did not think that the 
Baptist denomination there was behind any other in 
that particular. In his own church they had got a little 
further ahead than, personally, he had wished. The 
choir in his church cost £5 a week, and the total cost 
of the organ was £1350. It was the largest organ in 
Adelaide. He expressed a doubt as to whether his 
church was doing right, in face of the pressing needs 
of the heathen world, when spending so much upon 
their singing. He thought that their organists and 
choirs should be composed of Christian people 
throughout; and that if such were the case, they would 
get on much better in every way. 

Mr. T. H. STockwELt expressed his willingness to 
second Mr. Smith’s resolution, providing it were made 


pelling the unpleasantness that often existed amongst 
them. He thought, further, that the congregation 
should sing so that the choir could not be heard, and 
that Christian organists and choirs should be secured if 
possible. 

Mr. WARMINGTON said his experience had been that 
many people had been converted by the singing of 
psalms and hymns. He thought that if they were ever 
going to improve their psalmody, they must work a little 
differently from what they haddone. The churches them- 
selves should see to it that they had a good organist and 
choir. As long as they allowed their ministers to do all 
the church work, they would have their chapels only 
half filled. He urged that there should be in the 
churches an orchestra of converted young people; then 
their churches would soon be filled, and their work 
would prosper. 

Mr. Minshall having briefly replied to the various 
addresses. 

The President (Colonel GRIFFIN) made a few closing 
remarks. He expressed a hope that they would all go 
back to their respective churches so full of wisdom on 
the particular topic that had been brought before them 
that they would infuse into their services what was 
needful to make the music bright and_ profitable. 
Praise, after all, was an individual matter ; it could not 
be done by proxy. . Until all their church members 
were filled with a spirit to praise God, they would not 
get their church psalmody up to the point at which they 
desired to have it. 

It was ultimately agreed not to press the resolution 
to a division, but to let the several addresses and the 
tone and tendency of the proceedings speak for them- 
selves, 
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NONCONFORMIST CHOIR UNION. 


On Thursday, the 2nd ult., about fifteen of the Metro- 
potitan choirs, numbering altogether about one hundred 
and fifty voices, repeated a large portion of the last 
Crystal Palace Festival music at Exeter Hall as one of 
Mr. Minshall’s Thursday Concerts. Considering no 
rehearsal had been held, the singing was good. ‘ Praise 
the Lord, O Jerusalem,” “ The Lord is loving,” and 
“ The Miller” especially went well. Two cornets, a 
tenor trombone, and a euphonium took part in some of 
the sacred items with grand effect. Mr. A. Briscoe 
presided at the organ with his usual ability, and during 
the interval played an organ solo. Mr. George Harlow 
contributed two cornet solos. Miss Florence Bethell 
and Mr. J. Fk. Horncastle were the vocalists, both being 
loudly applauded and encored. Mr. Ernest W. E. 
Blandford accompanied very carefully. 


echoes from the Churches. 


(Paragraphs for this column should reach us by the 20th of the 
month.) 








METROPOLITAN. 


BERMONDSEY.—On Sunday evening, October 29th, 
the service of song entitled Coals of Fire was given 
at Rouel Road Congregational Church to a large and 
appreciative audience. The choir was in strong force, 
and, under the able leadership of Mr. J. Morgan, well 
sustained the different solos, choruses, and quartets, 
The connective readings, illustrating the life of a fisher- 
lad, were given by the pastor (Rev. W. Daniel). The 
soloists were Miss Morgan, Miss Lane, Miss Williams, 
and Messrs. Julier and Simons. The instrumental part 
of the work was rendered by Mr. H. Morgan and Mr. 
A. G, Geale (organist of the church), the latter of 
whom gave two effective organ solos. 

EALING.—Mr, Fred W. Noakes, organist of Craven 
Hill Chapel, Bayswater, has been appointed organist 
at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Dr. Thain 
Davidson). 

East FINCHLEY.—An excellent concert, consisting of 
Stainer’s The Daughter of Jairus, and a miscellaneous 
selection, was given on the Ioth ult. at the Congrega- 
tional Church by the choir of that church, 
attendance was good, but not so large as the quality 
of the performance merited. It seems a pity that when 
such excellent entertainments are provided close at 
home they should be so slightly patronised. The pro- 
gramme was an attractive one, and all the items were 
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The | 


rendered with singular skill; but if we were to select | 


any one for special mention, we should say that Mr. 
Horncastle’s singing of the solo “ My hope is in the 
Everlasting ” was in exquisite taste; and he also sang, 
with Miss Etta Wright, with a great deal of expression, 
the duet ‘Love Divine! all love excelling.” Perhaps 
the choir showed to greatest advantage in the fine 
chorus “ Awake, thou that sleepest,” which was sung 
with characteristic verve. Mr, G. H. Lawrence's accom- 
paniment for this part of the programme was in excellent 
taste. Mr. E. W. FE. Blandford conducted for the cantata, 
and accompanied the performers in the second part. 
The miscellaneous part was as follows :—Song, ‘‘ The 
First Palm Sunday,” Mr. Seemer Betts; chorus, “ As 
the hart pants ” (42nd Psalm); song, ‘‘ Peace of God,” 
Mr, J. F. Horncastle ; anthem, “ Praise the Lord,” Mrs. 
Macfarlane, Miss Hann, Miss Lillie Smee; recit. and 
air, “ Angels ever bright and fair,” Miss Wright; organ 
solo, *' Overture in D,” Mr. G. H. Lawrence. 
FINCHLEY.—On Wednesday, the Ist ult., a free con- 
cert was given in the Baptist Church (pastor, Rev. A. 
B. Middleditch), under the direction of Mr. E. Minshall, 


| 


| Benediction, 
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who presided at the organ. Miss Emily Davies gave 
an excellent rendering of ‘“ The Coming of the King ” 
(Roeckel) and ‘‘Come unto Me” (Coenen). Miss Rose 
Dafforne was in good voice, and delighted the audience 
with “ Light in Darkness” (Cowen) and “ The Better 
Land.” Mr. Herbert Braden, a light tenor, sang “If 
with all your hearts” and “ The Holy City.” Miss 
Jessie McLaren played two violin solos, and was loudly 
applauded.—On Sunday, the roth ult., choir festival 
services were held in the Baptist Church, when special 
and very appropriate sermons were preached by the 
pastor, the Rev. A. B. Middleditch. Besides the usual 
hymns, special chants and anthems were well rendered 
by the choir. After the evening service a programme 
of sacred music was given. Solos were tastefully sung 
by Miss F. Johnson, Mrs, Sharp, Miss Tucker, and 
Messrs. L. N. Woolley and Arthur Tizard, and were 
much enjoyed by the congregation. Mr. D. T. Macgregor 
presided at the organ, and played with his usual care. 
Mr. Williamson, the capable choirmaster, may be con- 
gratulated upon the efficient state of his choir, which is 
certainly one of the best in the district. In spite of 
most unfavourable weather the congregations were good. 

PopLar. — At Trinity Congregational Church a 
musical service is given on the third Sunday in each 
month. On the 19th ult. the music included “ By 
Babylon’s wave” (Gounod) and two of the same com- 
poser’s sacred songs, ‘‘Glory to Thee” and “ For ever 
with the Lord,” sung in an artistic manner by Mr. 
William Allen. The other items of the service were 
‘Rejoice in the Lord” (Elvey); Magnificat (Calkin 
in F); “It shall come to pass” (Tours); and the usual 
psalms and hymns. Mr. Arthur Bayliss is organist 
and choirmaster at this church. 

STOKE NEWINGTON.—A Wesleyan Choral Society 
has been formed, the object of which is to give per- 
formances of oratorios, and to raise funds on behalf of 
the different branches of church work. Mr. Ernest A. 
Jay is the conductor, We wish the society abundant 
success. 


PROVINCIAL. 


BESSES (NEAR MANCHESTER).—On Sunday, the 12th 
ult., the anniversary services of the Congregational 
Church were held, the preacher, morning atid evening, 
being the Rev. M. P. Davies, B.A., of Bolton. Mr. 
Davies also gave an address in the afternoon to the 
scholars and friends. Special hymns were sung on 
each occasion, and the choir, under the direction of Mr. 
Leaver, the organist and choirmaster, gave the following 
selection of music:—Morning: Introit, ‘This is the 
day” (Sir John Goss); anthem, ‘Sing praises unto 
the Lord” (Gounod); , offertorium, ‘‘He that soweth 
little” (T. Mee Pattison). Evening: Introit (unaccom- 
panied ), ‘I delight to do Thy will” (Dr. Spark); anthem, 
“Tl was glad” (Charles Edward Horsley) ; offertoriums, 
“To do good and to distribute,” and “ Be merciful after 
thy power” (Ed, Rogers); vesper (unaccompanied), 
“] will lay me down in peace” (Chevalier Neukomm). 
A collection was made at the close of each service in 
aid of the church funds. 

BrADFoRD.—At College Chapel, Barkerend Road, 
was held, on Sunday evening, the 5th ult. what the 
Rev. Garrett Horder called an experimental ‘“ Musical 
Service.” The choirmaster is Dr. March, and the 
organist Mr. Nicholson, the builder of the instrument. 
Music is quite a feature of the ordinary service, the 
Lord’s Prayer being sung, as is also a plagal “ Amen” 
after the prayers, and a more elaborate one after the 
The special music consisted of a solo by 
Miss Norris, ‘“‘ Ye that love the Lord” (Barnby) ; another 
by Mr. Coates, ‘‘Be thou faithful unto death” (Men- 
delssohn); and two anthems, “ Sing, O sing” (Sullivan), 
and “Send out Thy light” (Gounod). The choir sing 
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well, the chanting is as precise as human clockwork, 
and the sentiment of the hymns closely studied. The 
Rev. Garrett Horder’s “ Congregational Hymns” are to 
be introduced shortly. 

CHEPSTOW.—On Monday, the 2oth ult., Mr. Minshall 
gave his lecture on ‘“‘Nonconformist Worship Music” 
in the Congregational Church. The efficient choir of 
the church, assisted by some members of the Baptist 
Church Choir, rendered the illustrations very effectively. 
Mr. Thomas ably presided at the organ. 

DORCHESTER.—On October 5th the marriage took 


place at Camberwell Green Chapel, London, by the | 
_ existing between church and choir. After tea a very 


Rev. Thomas Hooper, of Mr, Arthur G. Bawler, who 
for the past thirteen years has officiated as organist and 
choirmaster of the Congregational Church, Dorchester, 
to Miss Florence L. Greenwood. In the unavoidable 
absence of the organist (Mr. E. Franklin Rook), Mr. F. 


N. Abernethy, Mus.Bac., F.C.O., presided at the organ. | 


On returning from his honeymoon, Mr. Bawler was the 
recipient of a very handsome white marble timepiece 
from the choir and congregation, accompanied by their 
best wishes for the future happiness of the newly 
married pair. 

IpswicH.—On Thursday, October 26th, the new 
two-manual organ, built by Norman Brothers & Beard, 
in Turret Green Baptist Church (pastor, Rev. W. E. 


Baptist Union, conducted a short service, after which 
a recital was given to an excellent audience. Mr. G. 
King Smith gave a good rendering of ‘‘ Sing ye, praise” 
and “He counteth all your sorrows” (Mendelssohn). In 
the evening the spacious church was very crowded, 
when the Rev. J. G. Greenhough, M.A., preached a most 
interesting and practical sermon on the Service of 
Praise. At the close Mr. Minshall gave another 
recital. Mrs. Leighton varied the proceedings by giving 
“Hear ye, Israel” in excellent style. She and Mr. G. 
King Smith also sang very expressively ‘“‘ Love Divine.” 
Mr. W. Wightman, the efficient organist of the church, 
accompanied very tastefully during the day, and the 
choir, under the direction of Mr. Webb, sang several 
anthems with much precision. Mr. Blomfield and 
his people are to be congratulated upon having built 
such a beautiful church and adding such a good organ 
in so short a space of time. Such energy and self- 
sacrifice are rare. 

LINDLEY (HUDDERSFIELD).—An organ recital and 
concert was given in Zion Chapel, on the gth ult., by 
Mr. S. E. Worton, R.A.M. (Hon. Cert.), and the members 
ofthe choir. The programme included excerpts by Bach 
(“ Toccata in F major”), Archer, Grieg, Capocci, Lem- 
mens, Mascagni, Chauvet, Salomé, and an “ Improvisa- 
tion” on Sir A. Sullivan’s tune St Gertrude. The last 
item and Mascagni’s ‘‘ Ave Maria” afforded ample op- 
portunity for the display of the choice stops of the 
splendid organ (41 stops, tubular-pneumatic action), 
and received the warm applause of the audience. 
Next to these in appreciation came Bach’s “ Toccata” 
and “ Morning,” the extract of the Norwegian composer, 
Of the vocal items the palm must be accorded to Miss 
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OLDHAM.—On Monday evening, the 13th ult., a grand 
organ recital was given by Mr. William Lawton, 
A.L.C.M. (of Free Church, Oldham), in the Wesleyan 
Chapel, Hooley Hill, before a good congregation. Miss 
Ravell sang several sacred songs in good style, and 
was repeatedly recalled. 

PEMBROKE Dock.—On Thursday evening, the 16th 
ult., the members of Albion Square Choir held their 
annual social evening. Tea was provided by the choir 
committee in the schoolroom, when from sixty to 
seventy satdown. We were pleased to see the majority 
of the deacons present, thus showing a good feeling 


lengthy programme was rendered. The pastor (Rev. 
J. E. Griffiths) occupied the chair, being supported by 
the Rev. Henry Davies (Templeton), and Messrs. Gay 
and Samuel (deacons). Space would not permit to 
mention all the performers; suffice it to say that 
special mention must be made of the violin solo (Mr. 
Beddoe), clarionet solos (Mr. Sutton), and vocal solos 
by the Misses Richards, Brinn, Gray, and Harris, and 
Messrs. Roch and Lewis. Mr. Reid (assistant choir- 
master) gave an address on ‘“ Harmony,” while the 
choir secretary (Mr. Evans) contributed a piccolo solo, 
with piano accompaniment, to the great satisfaction of 


| all present. Miss Evans (organist) presided at the 
Blomfield), was opened by Mr. E. Minshall. In the | 


afternoon the Rev. T. M. Morris, the President of the | 
| is a player of no mean order. A piano duet was also 


piano, and, besides accompanying nearly the entire 
programme, gave a pianoforte solo, which proved she 


ably rendered by the Misses Evans. The choir, which 
numbers nearly forty voices, contributed two anthems 
(‘‘ Congregational Church Hymnal ”)in a very creditable 
manner. Mr. W. H. Phelps (choirmaster) conducted 
the whole proceedings. 

STAINLAND (HALIFAX).—-On Sunday afternoon, the 
12th ult., a musical service, comprising vocal and organ 
solos, was given in Providence Chapel. The organist 
was Mr. S. E. Worton, R.A.M. (Hon. Cert.), who con- 
tributed selections from the works of Dr. Roberts, A. R. 
Gaul, Mus.Bac., Mozart, Dr. Pearce, and an ‘“ [mpro- 
visation”” on a suggested theme. The Halifax Courier 
says of the latter: ‘‘It was a masterly performance, 
bringing out the choice qualities of the instrument, to 
the great appreciation of the crowded audience, who 
were kept spellbound during the whole performance.” 
Miss Hallowell and Mr. Rickard were the vocalists, and 
the chapel was crowded to the doors, 


Correspondence, 


(We shall be glad to receive communications from any of our 
readers on questions likely to be of general interest.) 








N. C. U. COMPETITIONS. 
To the Editor of THE NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL. 


| DEAR Sir, — 


A. M. Worton’s rendering of Sir J. Barnby’s “ O ye that | 


love the Lord,” which was rapturously redemanded. 
The quartet “ Ponder my words” was well given by 
four members of the choir. . 

MEXBOROUGH.—An organ recital was given in the 
Congregational Church on the 7th ult. by Mr. G. A. 
Nixon. Mr. Moses Soar played several violin solos, 
and the choir sang anthems and part-songs. 

NEWPoRT (Mon.).—Mr. Minshall lectured on ‘ Non- 
conformist Worship Music” in Dock Street Chapel on 
the 21st ult. The pastor, the Rev. E. W. Skinner, 


presided. The choir, conducted by Mr. Falkner, and | 


accompanied by Mr. Charles, sang the illustrations with 
much taste. 


Will you allow me, as an original member of the 
N. C. U., and one who has taken a keen interest in the 
musical competitions, to say a word or two about 
these, suggested by some paragraphs in your report of 
the Annual Meeting? I see that it was suggested that a 
committee should make a first selection in future com- 
petitions, and that the whole of the compositions should 
not be submitted to the professional arbitrator. May | 
be allowed to say that I hope the committee of the 
Union will make no arrangement of the kind? It 
seems to me exceedingly important, both for the sake 
of the Union itself and of the competitors, that the 
reputation its awards have of being perfectly fair and 
impartial should be in no way diminished. 1 do not’ 


| suggest that a sub-committee would act unfairly or 
| partially; but I think it would be well to avoid the 
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appearance of evil on the following grounds: that 
under the present system there is no fossibility of 
dissatisfaction with the award; whereas if the course 
suggested were carried out, it is not inconceivable that 
the committee might have to adjudicate upon the work 
of personal friends. Now, one may not wish to be 
partial, but one cazno/ divest oneself of a bias in favour 
of one’s friends. Addison could not, Dr. Johnson 
could not: it is not in human nature to do so. The 
anonymity of the competition is no real safeguard in 
this respect; for one knows a friend’s handwriting, 
and some competitors enter the competition again and 
again—indeed, win the prizes again and again. For 
myself, 1 may say that I always have my compositions 
addressed, and any writing upon them done, by a hand 
not my own, and have even had them posted in places 
remote from my dwelling. 

The only reason for altering the present arrangement 
seems to be, that the adjudicator, while trustworthy as 


repay careful study. They are by no means easy, and 
are certainly very different in style from the ordinary 
popular songs. ‘The Miller’s Daughter” and “ As 
through the land at eve we went ” are the most pleasing 
of the set. 


Co Correspondents. 


Dick.—April 25th, 1854. 

J. A. H.—At Messrs. Robert Cocks & Co. 

F. B. T.—Certainly you ought not to omit the pedal 
part. It is difficult; but you must try to get over it. 

T. L. (Manchester),—Thanks. It shall appear next 
month. 

The following are thanked for their letters ;—W. M. 


| (Gloucester); W. J. (Shrewsbury); F. B. T. (Car- 


regards the actual merit of the compositions, cannot be | 


trusted further: that it to say, the prize is not meant to 
go tothe best composition absolutely, but to the one 
that will suit the Union best. But surely this is a 
simple matter. The conditions are apparently two: 
(1) suitability for the Palace Festival ; (2) suitability for 
ordinary use. I do not think that any professional 


arbitrator would find any difficulty in observing these | 


conditions if they were clearly put before him. 


There is one other point. I firmly believe in the | 


usefulness of these competitions, but they would be far 
more useful if fuller particulars of the awards were 
given. A competitor has a keen interest in the fortunes 
of his work—poor little thing as it may be—and if he is 
unsuccessful, he would like to have something more 
than a card bearing the legend, “ With the Secretary's 
compliments,” beautifully lithographed as that may be. 
Since the adjudicator gives careful consideration to 
every individual composition, it would surely be no 
great addition to his labours to make a classified list of 
all the compositions in order of merit. Some of us 
would be as pleased with a Proaime accessit as if we 
had won the prize itself. 
I am, dear sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
AMULUS. 


PROPOSED N. C. U. ORCHESTRA, 


To the Editor of THE NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL. 
DEAR SIR,— 


You have doubtless seen an announcement of | 


the formation of a Church Orchestral Society, to assist 
at Festival Services, etc., of the Established Church. 
May I, as a member of one of the London choirs of 
the Nonconformist Choir Union, make the suggestion 
that perhaps it might be possible to organise a similar 


society in connection with the Union, to assist at the | 


Summer Festival at the Crystal Palace, and any other 
festivals held ? 

Beside this movement of the Church of England, the 
London Sunday-School Choir have a band of over one 


hundred members to support them. Why should the | 


N. C. U. be behind the times in this respect ? 
Yours faithfully, 
CLARIONET. 


Reviews. 
Seven Songs. By Sydney Thomson. (Novello & 


Co. 4s.)—The words of these songs are selected from 
Tennyson’s works, They are all musicianly composi- 


tions, written for a mezzo-soprano voice, and will well \./,,° 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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ee 


narvon); A. D. (Highgate); W. B. (Durham); T. S. 
(Peckham); D. D. A. (Grimsby). 


Staccato Motes. 


Dr. PETER ILjITSCcH TSCHAIKOWSKyY, the eminent 
Russian composer, died of cholera, after one day’s ill- 
ness. He had just completed a new symphony, which 
will shortly be heard at Berlin. 

Lavy Cusins has given some valuable books belong- 
ing to her late husband to the Guildhall School of 
Music. F 

Dvorak has completed his fifth symphony, which 
will be first heard in New York. . 

THE late Lord Mayor gave a banquet at the Mansion 
House in honour of music. The gathering was a 
brilliant one. Dr, Mackenzie, Dr. Hubert Parry, Dr. 
Stanford, and Dr. Bridge were amongst the speakers. 

Govunop is reported to have left a complete opera, 
entitled WWaitre Pierre. 

M. PaDEREWSKI is said to have practised up to 3.30 
a.m. on the morning of his last recital at St. James's 


Hall. 
THE new Queen’s Hall in Langham Place will be 


opened this month. 

Tue prize of ten guineas offered to the students of 
the Royal Academy of Music by the Bristol Orpheus 
Glee Society has been awarded to Mr. Charles Mac- 
pherson for his composition of an unaccompanied five- 
part glee for male voices. Mr. Macpherson chose for 
his subject ‘‘ There sits a bird on yonder tree,” from the 
Ingoldsby Legends. baal 

THE special performances of sacred music in Glou- 
cester Cathedral have recommenced, and the first 
attracted an audience of 3000 persons. : 

THE Liverpool Corporation has decided to found nine 
scholarships at the Liverpool Music School. 

RUBINSTEIN has again refused the offer of £25,000 
made by Herr Hermann Wolff, the Berlin concert agent, 
for a tour of fifty pianoforte recitals in the United 


States. 


Accidentais. 


“THAT young lady is very musically inclined ?” 
“Yes, from the way she leans backward while she 
plays I should say she is too musically inclined. 





. A Basso profundo, named Pratt, 

S}) Attempted to reach low B flat. 
*\\ He reached it one day, 

14. JU 96 But his diaphragm gave way ; 

ey ot ef no one is caring for that. 
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